TOWN OF STAMFORD

SELECTBOARD POTENTIALLY VICIOUS DOG HEARING

February 21, 2019
(UNAPPROVED)

Present:
Selectboard:  Nancy L. Bushika, Christopher Warren, Carol Fachini, and Michael Denault.

Daniel J. Potvin was not present.

Visitors:
Dylan Howes, Dog Owner


Melina N. Nunes

Kurt Gamari, Health Officer.


Luke McKay, Dog Officer.


Lori Shepard, Selectboard Secretary.
Nancy Bushika called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. and opened with the pledge of allegiance.  The complaint was read and the oath was administered to Dylan Howes and Melina N. Nunes.
Melina Nunes is feeling better, she just doesn’t want it to happen again.  She brought a copy of her tetanus shot paperwork.  Kurt Gamari did not feel the town needed it unless she wanted the documentation in the file.

Dylan Howes said the dog is usually on a run in back of the house.  He was at work, but understands that the dog broke off the run and got loose.  He thought the rabies vaccination lasted for two years and believed the dog was covered until he spoke with Luke McKay, the Dog Officer, who informed him that the rabies vaccination had expired.  Dylan Howes said his girlfriend just had a baby and the dog has become more protective than before.

Kurt Gamari said the bite occurred on February 8, 2019 and the dog was quarantined for 10 days, which ended on February 19, 2019.  He observed the dog after quarantine and the dog looked fine.  Kurt Gamari said the dog seemed to be protective but not aggressive.
Dylan Howes said his next day off from work is Monday and he will bring the dog to the vet then and will register him with the town.

Chris Warren asked what type of run it was.  It was a cable run.  Dylan Howes intends to buy a stronger chain run.  The run is in the backyard and goes to the back door so his girlfriend can let the dog out and put him on the run.  He has been walking the dog on a leash until he fixes the run.
Kurt Gamari asked in general about enforcing the dog ordinance with tenant/landlord situations.  The tenant is the resident and it is their obligation to keep the rabies vaccinations up to date and register the dog with the town.  Liability and other issues could be shared by both the tenant and the landlord.
Nancy Bushika suggested that Dylan Howes obtain a rabies shot and license the dog with the town as soon as possible.  She stated that the dog must be contained on the property and be under his control at all times, whether tied up, on a run or fenced in.  The dog must be on a lead or leash when not on his property.  The board stressed the fact that a second offense would come with much harsher consequences, such as the completion of dog classes and/or responsible dog owner classes.
Chris Warren asked Melina Nunes if she was comfortable with this outcome and she agreed it was acceptable.

MOTION by Mike Denault to enter deliberative session.  SECONDED by Chris Warren.   All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  The board entered deliberative session at 5:45 p.m. and invited Kurt Gamari  and Luke McKay to participate.

MOTION by Mike Denault to exit deliberative session.  SECONDED by Carol Fachini.   All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.   The board exited deliberative session at 6:55 p.m.  The decision was made to send a letter to the dog owners stating that the dog must be on a run or confined to the yard at all times.  The dog must be leashed when walked or off the property.  The dog must be vaccinated within three days of receipt of the letter and licensed with the town immediately.  A second offense would carry harsher consequences.  Melina Nunes and the landlord, Roberto Rivas, Jr. and Liliana Rodriguez, will receive a copy of the letter.  

Kurt Gamari asked if in the future the letters that are sent out when a dog is quarantined, could include a statement that the town Health Officer and/or Dog Officer will make random inspections and the dog needs to be readily available for observation.
MOTION by Chris Warren to adjourn.  SECONDED by Mike Denault.  All in favor.  Motion APPROVED.  The meeting adjourned at 6:05 p.m.
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